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At last, after many months of building
works, the Board of Coffs Harbour
Regional Conservatorium and | have
great pleasure in announcing the
completion of the Stage 1 refurbishment
of our new home.

Located in the Bray Street Complex, the
new building sits alongside the well
known Birch, Carroll and Coyle Cinemas
in the same complex as the Tabatinga
childrens’ play centre.

We will relocate to our new home during
the current school holidays and be
operational in our twelve beautiful
studios from Term 3, Monday 19 July.

This is an historic event!

2010 DIARY

La traviata - Oz Opera production
SportzCentral Bray St
Thursday 19th August
Bookings OPEN NOW: 6652 8088
Email: jettytheatre.com

Aurora Guitar Ensemble
Jetty Memorial Theatre
Saturday 25th Sept ember

Australian Chamber Orchestra
Jetty Memorial Theatre
Saturday 2 October

2010 Helfgott Finalists Concert
Jetty Memorial Theatre
Saturday 9 October

Never before has the Conservatorium
been located in a building that it actually
owned. For more than 25 years the
Conservatorium has been paying rent,
most recently at commercial shopping
rates. Ownership of our own facility will
ensure security of tenure and continued
delivery of music education programs
into the future.

In late July, the Conservatorium will host
the Australian Music Examination Board
(AMEB) practical exams, beginning with
the singing exams, in this new premises.
Conservatorium students and students of
local private studio music teachers will all
benefit from the exams taking place in
improved surroundings.

There will be an official opening of the
new Conservatorium on Sunday 12
September. More details will be
available in the next newsletter and
advertised in local papers.

So with Stage 1 completed, we now
move onto organising the finance for
Stage 2 — the 175 seat performance
space.

Inside this issue of CONoOtatioas a

couple of ideas we offer you, ways in
which you might like to help us raise
funds to complete Stage 2. The venue is
is very important to us as it will enable
more student performances and
ensemble rehearsals to take place — all
essential parts of a rounded music
education. PLUS the venue will be
available for community use!

All very exciting news, so read on for
more details ...
Carol Hellmers - Director



Without doubt one of the
greatest composers for
the piano who ever lived
was FrZdZric Chopin
(1810-1949). He was
the son of a French
Father and a Polish
Mother.

Chopin’s music is a
kaleidoscope of three
distinct traditions:
German classicism,
Italian bel canto and
Polish folk music.

Chopin composed
almost exclusively for
the piano and his work
has enjoyed lasting and
continuous popularity.

CONotations
COFFS HARBOUR CITY EISTEDDFOD

The 2010 Coffs Harbour City Eisteddfod is over and many young musicians
from the Conservatorium took part. There is always a great sense of pride
and valuable performing experience gained from participating in this
supportive yet competitive process. Congratulations to all who took part!
Below is a list of some of the Conservatorium students who were successful
in taking out awards in various sections:

Ensembles
Conservatorium Guitar Ensemble - Directed by John Mostyn
1* Place, Open Ensemble 4-8 players
Sounds Fine! Choir - Directed by Susan Pratten
1* Place, Acapella Choir
Highly Commended, Open Choir
Piano
London Hawke - Teacher, Kay Johnson
1% Place, Novice Solo
2 Place, Post Impressionist
Meera Attrill - Teacher, Heather Rose
2" Place, Preliminary
James Jeffs - Teacher, Tracey Burton
Betty Bailey Annual Award for most promising student 13-14 years
Cody Henderson - Teacher, Barbara Tuck
1% Place, Teacher/Student Duet 8yrs and under
Highly Commended, Solo 7yrs and under
Georgia Murphy - Teacher, Barbara Tuck
2" Place, Jazz, Ragtime & Boogie 12yrs and under
3" Place, Solo Own Choice 11yrs and under
Highly Commended Solo
Singing
Tess Deason - Teacher, Barbara Tuck
2" Place, Art Song 14yrs and under
2" Place, Folk Song 14yrs and under
Highly Commended, Solo
Amy Greenham - Teacher, Barbara Tuck
2 Place, Vocal Solo 14yrs and under
2" Place, Sacred Solo 14yrs and under
Luke Family Encouragement Award, student showing most potential
Instrumental
Sally O’Brien - Barbara Cosbie
Highly Commended, Romantic C19th Solo, Violin

2010 ROTARY SUNRISE SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Jazmin Wills , vocal student studying with Margaret England, was successful in winning one of only two
Rotary Sunrise Scholarships available across the state. Jazmin writes: My ten days spent at the Australian
National University School of Music in Canberra were great! | was able to work with Alan Hicks, Christina
Wilson and Louise Page in private one-to-one vocal lessons, as well as attend university lectures and
rehearsals for the ltalian Opera Gala. The experience greatly helped my singing in my HSC year.
Performing in the chorus at the gala was excellent, just being on stage with Joanna Cole, Roy Best and
Philip Calcagno as well as singing with the Melbourne Orchestra was exciting to say the least. All the
students were extremely friendly as were the teachers and performers. Appearing on Art FM in Canberra

Page 2 of 4

with my fellow scholarship recipient, Stephanie Phillips, was also a great experience. I'd like to thank Rotary
and the Coffs Harbour Regional Conservatorium for giving me this opportunity and | encourage keen singers
to apply for the scholarship next year.
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Time to book your tickets to the Oz Opera performance of La traviata. This spectacular
production will take place in SportzCentral, Bray Street - just a couple of blocks away
from the new Conservatorium. This is the third opera that the Conservatorium has
brought to Coffs Harbour, the first was back in 2006, and each time the touring arm of the
Australian Opera, Oz Opera, has put on a great show. La traviata will be fully staged with
professional lighting, quality artists singing in English, beautiful costumes and full score
played by a chamber orchestra. SportzCentral itself received an upgrade to facilities and
now has a much larger foyer area for patrons to mingle before the show and during
interval.

The music to La fraviata was written by the great Italian composer Giuseppe Verdi. The
libretto by Francesco Maria Piave is based on a story by Alexander Dumas Jr. And the
story is ....

Money makes the world go round. This is the bleak truth behind Violetta
Valery's life of champagne, silk dresses and extravagant parties. No matter
how she feels inside, when the music plays and the admirer pays she must
perform. So when she finds herself falling in love, her very livelihood is
threatened. Can the beautiful songbird escape her gilded cage? Can she leave
her past behind? La traviata epitomises what the world loves about Italian
opera: it is an enthralling story, full of fascinating characters who sing
devastatingly romantic music.

This new production, directed by Rachel McDonald, promises to bring Verdi's
unforgettable music to the stage with an elegant and searching new look at opera's
favourite working girl. But there is here is another very good reason to book your tickets
now as La fraviata is also a fundraising event for the Conservatorium. Proceeds from the
box office, after all expenses are paid, will go towards Stage 2 of our building — the 175
seat performance space.

Giuseppe Verdi

(1813 —1901)

is considered to be
the greatest Italian
opera composer of the
C19th.

His masterpieces are
the Shakespearean
operas Otello and
Falstaff, written when
he was in his 70’s.

Other major works are
the much loved
Nabucco, Rigoletto
and Aida.

After the Italian War of
Independence in 1861
Verdi was elected to
the new lItalian
Parliament.

On his death he left
his fortune to a home
for aged musicians,
which he had builtin
Milan and which he
regarded as “his
greatest work”.

TAKE YOUR SEAT!

The Board of the Conservatorium invites you to be personally involved in
the fitout of our new building.

Take Your Seat is our latest fundraising concept. This is how it works —
for a tax deductible donation of just $350 we will ensure that your name,
or your business name, is engraved on a plaque fixed to the back of one
of the fabulous red seats in the Performance Space — for posterity and for
all to see!

By Taking Your Seat in Stage 2 of our building, you will be helping us with
the cost of the fitout of this new venue. The seats are being supplied by
Innovative Furniture Solutions Pty Ltd and very comfortable. You are
most welcome, especially if you live locally, to come and try for yourself.
We will have the seat on display in the foyer of our new Conservatorium

from Monday 19 July.

Interested? Contact us on 6652 1592 and we will provide all the details
on how you can Take Your Seat!

A sample seat for the new
Performance Space — Stage 2
Picture the seat in luscious RED!
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2010
MUSIC STAFF

ACOUSTIC & ELECTRIC
GUITAR
Karin Braidwood
John Mostyn
David Strauss
Damion Towner
Mitch Young
BASS GUITAR
David Strauss
Damion Towner
DRUMS & PERCUSSION
Peter Skelton
Phill Stitt
SAXOPHONE/CLARINET
Chris Frater
PIANO/KEYBOARD
Tracey Burton
Ellie Hallett
Heather Rose
Barbara Tuck
STRINGS
Barbara Crosbie
Zillah Hawley
FLUTE
Francis Long
BRASS
Darrell Hodges
VOICE
Margaret England
Barbara Tuck

SOUNDS FINE CHOIR
ADULT CHOIR
Susan Pratten

EARLY CHILDHOOD
MUSIC & KEYBOARD
GROUP
Tracey Burton

RECORDING & SOUND
DESIGN COURSE
SONGWRITERS COURSE
Martin van Veluwen

CONgratulations Martin!

Saturday 3 July was a very busy day in the local calendar of the Coffs
Coast. The main street of Sawtell was decked out with market stalls selling all
manner of things chilli for the 2010 Chilli Festival. On stage were two
teachers from the Conservatorium, Chris Frater (saxophone/keyboard) and
John Mostyn (jazz guitar), in a band called ZooBop. They entertained the
huge crowds that jostled First Avenue for a taste of the many culinary delights
on offer.

There were even more good things happening in the evening ...
Back in Coffs Harbour at the Jetty Memorial Theatre, the 2010 Janison Short
Sharp Film Festival finalists were being screened. Taking out the Overall
Winner Prize of $2000, for the second year in a row, was Forge Films from
Sawtell NSW. The entry, The Movie, was produced by Megan George &
Fiona Foulkes and directed by Mark George & David Foulkes.

But what really made my day ... The film score was written and
mastered by our very own recording and sound designer, singer/songwriter
and musician extraordinaire, Martin van Veluwen. Congratulations Martin!!!

WHAT'S NEW at the CON?

Now that we have a greater number of rehearsal/teaching studios we are able
to offer new programs. The first one that we are able to put in place is an Adult
Choir, directed by Susan Pratten.

Have you always wanted to do more singing but been a bit shy?
A bit scared? A bit busy?
Now might be the time to come out and admit it ...
go on, say itin a loud voice —
‘I want to sing..... I've always wanted to sing’

This choir is for purely for the joy of singing together. There will be something
for all voices and all levels of vocal experience. The choir will meet every
Tuesday morning for two hours from 9.30am, at the new Conservatorium. The
cost is $55 per ten week term OR free if you are already enrolled in a lesson
program with us. All you need to bring, is your voice and your enthusiasm!

To enrol in this new program — just telephone 6652 1592

The Board is delighted to welcome Mr Graeme
Ross as the NSW Department of Education and
Training representative on the Board. Graeme is
Principal of Woolgoolga Public School. A resident
of Thora in the Bellinger Valley, Graeme brings
his extensive experience, both as an educator
and manager, to the Conservatorium Board of
Directors. We look forward to his valuable advice
and guidance.

Welcome to the team Graeme! Graeme Ross - Board Member




